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A lot has already been said about 
the crisis striking hard on the 
economy and society. News about 
job losses, austerity measures, 

different social, economic and financial challenges 
make the headlines almost every day. There is an 
aspect though, of which we have not heard enough, 
and that is the impact of the crisis on equality 
between women and men. In difficult times, the 
emphasis of politics tend to sway away from the 
promotion of gender equality, it seems to be ranked 
behind other priorities. However we cannot stress it 
enough that without gender equality it is not 
possible to maintain a just society. It has been 
mentioned in several publications that the economic 
crisis is putting a disproportionate burden on 
women in both developed and developing countries. 
Since the beginning of the downturn, the FEMM 
committee has followed closely the impact of the 
crisis on gender equality, and has asked several 
times that policy responses and exit strategies must 
take the gender perspective into account. The 
committee is currently working on a report on the 
impact of the economic crisis on gender equality 
and women’s rights; furthermore FEMM has 
selected "Women's Response to the Crisis" as the 
theme of this year's International Women's Day in 
the European Parliament. According to our 
traditions, International Women's Day will be 
marked by an Interparliamentary Committee 
meeting, with the participation of Members of 
national parliaments and further prominent guest 
speakers. The aim of the report, as well as the 
event is to give gendered responses to the 
challenges and to highlight the role of women in 
tackling the crisis.  

WOMEN'S RESPONSE TO THE CRISIS  

Interparliamentary Committee Meeting 
Every year the European Parliament celebrates 
International Women's Day with an event that 
brings together European and national MPs from 
parliamentary committees for equal opportunities. 
In 2013 the event will focus on the theme 
"Women's response to the crisis".  
During the event three discussion panels are fore-
seen, focusing on the following topics:  

- Financial and economic crisis and its effects on 
women: "wise women" - best practices from 
women-professionals  
- Overcoming the crisis - Experiences and best 
practices from national Parliaments  
- How can the EU support Member States in 
strengthening women's social and economic rights 
during the crisis?  
Members of the European and National Parliaments 
will have the opportunity to share their views about 
the effects of the crisis on gender equality and the 
situation of women. Another objective is to share 
best practices and experiences from successful 
women professionals on how women can face the 
challenges during the crisis and also how to see the 
opportunities in these challenges.  
 

 
 
The meeting is open to the public.  
Registrations can be made by clicking here.  
The draft programme can be found at this link. 
Date: Thursday, 7 March, 9.00-12.30  
Venue: Room József Antall 2Q2, European 
Parliament, Brussels  

Live web streaming of the meeting here.  
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