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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 

Mikael Gustafsson 

This upcoming FEMM meeting will 

largely be conducted by votes. We 

will vote on three opinions 

addressed to other Committees and 

one draft own initiative report on 

the situation of Undocumented -

women migrants in the European 

Union. The report highlights all the key areas of 

social life, e.g. housing, healthcare services, 

education, working conditions and access to 

justice, in which undocumented women are highly 

disposed to violations of their human rights. A 

range of recommendations are made on how the 

fundamental rights of undocumented migrant 

women can be acknowledged and improved. We 

are also looking forward to our discussion on the 

amendments contributed to the draft report on 

Combating violence against women. On behalf of 

my colleagues in the FEMM committee I warmly 

invite you to follow our work! 

 

16 DECEMBER – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 

 Combating violence against women 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON  

 Return Management: Cooperation with third 

countries, effective implementation of 

agreements and the practical implementation of 

the return directive 

 Undocumented women migrants in the European 

Union 

 Participation of the union in the active and 

assisted living research and development 

programme jointly undertaken by several 

member states 

 European Commission's 7th and 8th progress 

reports on the EU cohesion policy and the 

strategic report 2013 on programme 

implementation 2007-2013 

Date and Venue:  

Monday, 16 December 2013, 15.00-18.30 

Altiero Spinelli, room 3E-2, Brussels 

Live Web streaming on the meetings here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMBATING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Consideration of amendments 

Rapporteur: Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE) 

 

The Rapporteur will discuss the 162 

amendments tabled by Members to 

her draft report. The draft report 

requests the Commission to submit, 

by the end of 2014, a proposal for a 

regulation establishing measures to 

promote and support the action of 

Member States in the field of prevention of 

violence against women. The draft report will be 

submitted to the vote on 22-23 January 2014 

 

Vote: RETURN MANAGEMENT: COOPERATION 

WITH THIRD COUNTRIES, EFFECTIVE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF AGREEMENTS AND THE 

PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

RETURN DIRECTIVE 

Adoption of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Rosa Estaràs 

Ferragut (EPP) 

 

In the draft opinion, it is 

underlined that Return Directive 

provides for rules concerning 

return, removal, detention and re-

entry, which should take full 

account of compliance with the 

human rights and fundamental 

freedoms of the people concerned 

and that the gender perspective 

should be a fully integrated aspect of its 

implementation. The 26 amendments tabled 

strengthen the views of the rapporteur by 

emphasising also that particular attention should 

be paid in the implementation to the specific 

characteristics of the people concerned, in 

particular as regards persons with specific needs 

such as pregnant women, families with minors, 

unaccompanied minors, elderly persons, persons 

being victims of trafficking or gender-based 

violence. 
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Vote: UNDOCUMENTED WOMEN MIGRANTS IN 

THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Adoption of draft report 

Rapporteur: Norica Nicolai (ALDE) 

 

The draft report points out all the 

key areas of social life in which 

undocumented women are highly 

susceptible to violations of their 

fundamental and human rights, 

becoming most vulnerable to 

exploitation and discrimination. It 

assesses the obstacles they face with regards to 

housing, healthcare services, education, and fair 

working conditions and access to justice. 

Furthermore the report stipulates a series of 

proposals on how the fundamental rights of 

undocumented migrants can be protected and 

ensured at EU and Member States level. After the 

consideration of amendments which took place the 

26 of November, the final adoption will take place 

the 16 of December in FEMM committee. 

 

Vote: PARTICIPATION OF THE UNION IN THE 

ACTIVE AND ASSISTED LIVING RESEARCH 

AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME JOINTLY 

UNDERTAKEN BY SEVERAL MEMBER STATES 

Adoption of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Chrysoula Paliadeli 

(S&D) 

 

This opinion is based on a 

Commission proposal for a decision 

by the Council and Parliament to 

provide the legal means for the 

participation by the European Union 

in the active and assisted living 

joint programme undertaken by 

several Member States. The programme deals 

mainly with Information and communication 

technology based products for active and healthy 

aging, as well as leverage private investments and 

improve conditions for industrial exploitation by 

providing a coherent framework for developing 

European approaches and solutions. The FEMM 

rapporteur saw that the gender aspect would not 

be neglected and suggested a couple of 

amendments to the Commission proposal 

accordingly. After the exchange of views, the 26 of 

November, the opinion will be voted in FEMM 

committee the 16 of December. 

 

Vote: EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S 7TH AND 

8TH PROGRESS REPORTS ON THE EU 

COHESION POLICY AND THE STRATEGIC 

REPORT 2013 ON PROGRAMME 

IMPLEMENTATION 2007-2013 

Adoption of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Vilija Blinkevičiūtė  

(S&D) 

 

On 26 November, Members of the 

committee discussed the draft 

opinion by rapporteur Ms. 

Blinkevičiūtė, to which 29 

amendments have been tabled. 

The draft opinion  considers the 

gender aspects of the European 

Commission's 7th and 8th 

progress  and the Strategic Report 2013 on 

programme implementation 2007-2013. The latest 

reports of the European Commission with regards 

to the EU Cohesion Policy demonstrate the growing 

importance of cohesion policy funds as a source of 

investment in times of economic crisis. In this 

context, the rapporteur underlines the importance 

of gender-mainstreaming of the cohesion policy 

programmes and calls for the specific use of this 

funding to promote equal economic independence 

for women and men, to combat the feminisation of 

poverty and to further develop care facilities for a 

better reconciliation of work and family life. 

Following the consideration of the draft opinion, 

the committee will now adopt its final opinion, 

which will be sent to the REGI-committee. 

 

Details of the next meeting 

22-23 January 2014, Brussels
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