
 
Committee on Women's 

Rights and Gender Equality  
European Parliament 
 
 September I 2013  
Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat:  
Tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 43106  
e-mail: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
FEMM committee webpage  
Committee meeting documents  

 

 
 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 

Mikael Gustafsson 

The FEMM-committee is delighted to 

resume its activities after the summer 

break. During this autumn our 

committee will continue to pay special 

attention to the overall impact of the 

financial and social crisis on women's 

rights and gender equality. The 

current economic climate has severely affected 

women’s rights in Europe: forcing women into 

unemployment or precarious working conditions, 

economic dependency and higher risk of poverty 

especially in old age.  

The FEMM-committee remains very concerned about 

this situation and will do its outmost to contribute to 

better developments, in collaboration with competent 

EU bodies, national authorities and civil society 

organizations. Issues such as the persisting 

phenomenon of men’s violence against women, 

women’s rights to their own bodies, the gender pay 

gap, the under-representation of women in decision 

making, women's experiences of multiple 

discrimination, will also be brought up for 

consideration on our agenda in the coming months. 

Sadly, being born as a woman still means everywhere 

on the world to be systematically disadvantaged! In 

my view it is crucial to reflect and emphasize the root 

causes of gender inequality in order to propose 

sustainable policy solutions that can eradicate the 

inequalities. I look forward to lively discussions 

during committee meetings and invite you to take 

part in our activities either in person or on-line! 

 

2 SEPTEMBER – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 

 Women with disabilities 

 Sexual and reproductive health and rights 

 The efforts of the international community in the 

area of development and of 'state building' in South 

Sudan 

 eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020 - Innovative 

healthcare for the 21st century 

 European Semester for economic policy 

coordination: implementation of 2013 priorities 

 Measures facilitating the exercise of rights conferred 

on workers in the context of freedom of movement 

for workers 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON 

 Reindustrialising Europe to promote 

competitiveness and sustainability 

 The situation of human rights in the Sahel region 

 FEMM vote on amendments to the general budget 

of the European Union for the financial year 2014 - 

all sections 

Date: Monday, 2 September, 15.00-18.30   

Venue: József Antall room 4Q-1, Brussels 

Live Web streaming on the meeting here. 

 

WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES 

Consideration of amendments 

Rapporteur: Angelika Werthmann (ALDE) 

 

There are around 40 million women 

with disabilities living in the EU, a 

large majority of them suffering from 

multiple discriminations. The draft 

report highlights the various 

difficulties and challenges women with 

disabilities have to face in their daily 

lifes: access to the labour market and to quality 

healthcare services or even to public services. The 

rapporteur asks for a better inclusion of women with 

disabilities and for an adaptation of the society to 

their specific needs, underlining the added value they 

can bring to the society. 196 tabled amendments will 

now be discussed. 

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND 

RIGHTS 

Consideration of amendments 

Rapporteur: Edite Estrela (S&D) 

The committee will debate the 217 amendments 

tabled to the draft report discussed in June. The 

issue of this draft report is a broad one and it 

covers all of the main matters at stake:  

contraception, unwanted pregnancies and 

abortion, sexuality education, violence, maternal 

mortality, prevention and treatment of sexually 

transmitted infections and official development 

assistance. The report will be voted by the FEMM-

committee on the 18th of September.  

The DEVE-committee adopted in July the opinion 

prepared by Michael Cashman (S&D).  

THE EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY IN THE AREA OF DEVELOPMENT 

AND OF 'STATE BUILDING' IN SOUTH SUDAN 

Consideration of the draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Andrea Češková (ECR) 

South Sudan is a newly established state which has 

to overcome many challenges in the field of gender 

equality. The draft opinion stresses that South 

Sudanese women and girls face the highest maternal 

mortality rate in the world, and that domestic 
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violence and other forms of violation of fundamental 

women's rights are still widespread in this region. The 

draft opinion proposes recommendations on 

improvement of the 

situation of women in 

South Sudan such as 

criminalisation of all forms 

of violence against women, 

measures directed towards 

improvement of maternal 

health and access to 

healthcare. Members will 

exchange views on the 

draft opinion which will be voted at the next 

committee meeting on 18 September. 

eHEALTH ACTION PLAN 2012-2020 - 

INNOVATIVE HEALTHCARE FOR THE 21ST 

CENTURY 

Consideration of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Licia Ronzulli (EPP) 

 

Members of the committee will 

discuss the draft opinion for the 

attention of the ENVI-committee. 

This action plan is aimed at 

facilitating and ensuring equal 

access to healthcare services to 

all citizens of the Union by the 

Information and Communication 

Technologies applied to health and healthcare 

system. The draft opinion mainly calls on a gendered 

approach in the implementation of this action plan. 

EUROPEAN SEMESTER FOR ECONOMIC POLICY 

COORDINATION: IMPLEMENTATION OF 2013 

PRIORITIES 

Consideration of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Marije Cornelissen 

(GREENS/EFA) 

 

The Committee decided to draft an opinion to the 

ECON-committee's draft report on this subject. The 

draft opinion calls for the integration of the gender 

perspective into the European Semester process by 

calling on member states to pay specific attention to 

gender equality in Stability and convergence 

programmes and National reform programmes. 

Furthermore it emphasises that the upcoming annual 

growth survey should take up specific policy guidance 

for the reduction of gender inequalities including in 

particular guidance on closing the gender pay gap 

and gender pension gap, increasing participation of 

women in the labour market, and combating gender 

segregation in the labour market.  

MEASURES FACILITATING THE EXERCISE OF 

RIGHTS CONFERRED ON WORKERS IN THE 

CONTEXT OF FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT FOR 

WORKERS 

Consideration of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Marije Cornelissen 

(GREENS/EFA) 

 

Freedom of movement for workers is one of the four 

fundamental freedoms on which the single market is 

based and is one of the core values of the EU and a 

fundamental element of EU citizenship. However the 

gap between theoretical rights of EU citizens and the 

concrete practice has been underlined on several 

occasions. In order to tackle these problems, specific 

objectives have been identified, which are included in 

this proposal for a directive. The draft opinion aims at 

reinforcing the gender dimension of the measures to 

be adopted. 

REINDUSTRIALISING EUROPE TO PROMOTE 

COMPETITIVENESS AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Adoption of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Antigoni Papadopoulou 

(S&D) 

The draft opinion strengthens the 

gender dimension of the input given 

by the European Parliament to the 

European Commission's 

communication entitled "A Stronger 

European Industry for Growth and 

Economic Recovery". It stresses that 

gender equality has a positive impact 

on productivity and economic growth and should 

therefore be recognised as playing a vital role in the 

reindustrialisation of Europe. Members have tabled 

24 amendments to the draft opinion. The FEMM-

committee will now vote on the draft opinion and the 

amendments. 

THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE 

SAHEL REGION 

Adoption of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Mariya Gabriel (EPP) 

 

Members will adopt the FEMM-

opinion to the Foreign Affairs 

Committee on the situation of human 

rights in the Sahel region, which 

focuses on the important role played 

by women, namely in peace 

negotiations, reconstruction, 

rehabilitation and peace building. The 

draft opinion recalls as well that 

democracy entails the full 

participation of women in public life and calls on the 

Commission, the European External Action Service 

and the Council to encourage more countries in the 

region to make explicit statutory provisions for 

women's and girls' rights. 47 amendments have been 

tabled.  

GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2014 - ALL SECTIONS 

Adoption of budget amendments   

Rapporteur for the opinion: Barbara Matera (EPP) 

  

Following the adoption of 

the draft budget by the 

Commission on 27 June, 

the Members have tabled draft budgetary 

amendments to the remarks and figures of the next 

year's draft budget. 33 amendments have been 

tabled. On 2nd of September the vote on the 

amendments is foreseen in FEMM-committee.  

Details of the next meeting 

18 September 2013, 9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30, 

Brussels
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