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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 

Mikael Gustafsson 

This upcoming FEMM meeting will 

largely focus on women's human 

rights. Women's right to decide 

freely over their bodies, to enjoy 

full sexual and reproductive rights 

and health is an issue of equality as 

well as an issue of human rights -

therefore, with great pleasure I look forward to the 

committee adopting the first report in over ten 

years on this topic. The committee will also have 

an important discussion on the ways forward on 

EU action against violence against women and we 

will also have a joint hearing with LIBE on the EU 

Framework for national Roma integration 

strategies. Women's human rights must 

increasingly become a core concern for all EU 

policy makers, and the FEMM committee is a key 

actor to ensure that efforts are stepped up in this 

field. 

 

 

18 SEPTEMBER – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 

 Gender balance among non-executive directors 

of companies listed on stock exchanges 

 Combating violence against women 

 The EU comprehensive approach and its 

implications for the coherence of EU external 

action 

 Human rights in the World 2012 and the 

European Union's policy on the matter 

 Gender aspects of the European Framework on 

National Roma inclusion strategies 

 Joint Public hearing: LIBE/FEMM Committee 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON 

 Sexual and reproductive health and rights 

 European Semester for economic policy 

coordination: implementation of 2013 priorities 

Date: Wednesday, 18 September, 9.00-18.30   

Venue: József Antall, room 4Q-1, Brussels 

Live Web streaming on the meeting here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENDER BALANCE AMONG NON-EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTORS OF COMPANIES LISTED ON STOCK 

EXCHANGES 

Consideration of amendments 

Co-Rapporteurs:  

FEMM: Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou (EPP) and 

JURI: Evelyn Regner (S&D) 

FEMM and JURI Co-Rapporteurs and Members will 

consider the 298 amendments 

tabled to the Commission 

proposal for a directive on 

improving the gender balance 

among non-executive directors of 

companies listed on stock 

exchanges. The vote on the 

Parliament´s report will take 

place on 14 October. 

 

COMBATING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Consideration of working document 

Rapporteur: Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE) 

 

In view of drafting a legislative initiative report on 

"combating violence against women", Members of 

the FEMM committee will hold a debate on the 

working document that the Rapporteur has 

presented. The working document lists existing 

legislation, identifies possible legal bases for a 

directive and suggests some other ideas for 

actions at EU level on this key issue. A 

presentation of the draft report is foreseen on 25 

November. 

THE EU COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH AND ITS 

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COHERENCE OF EU 

EXTERNAL ACTION 

Consideration of the draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Minodora Cliveti 

(S&D) 

The draft opinion highlights the 

necessity to mainstream gender 

equality at all levels of its external 

action: women's participation should 

be encouraged in the formulation 

and implementation of these policies 

and women's actions, commitment 

for peace and gender equality in 

third countries should be recognised and 

promoted. The Rapporteur for the opinion 

underlines the positive action of the EU in this field 

but calls for additional support to NGOs, especially 
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in countries at war where women are often the 

first victims.    

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE WORLD 2012 AND THE 

EUROPEAN UNION'S POLICY ON THE MATTER 

Exchange of views 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Mariya Gabriel (EPP) 

Members will discuss the draft opinion to the EU's 

annual report on human rights and democracy in 

the world for 2012, which maps the EU’s foreign 

policy work on human rights in 2012. The draft 

opinion underlines the role of women in peace 

negotiations, protection against gender-based 

violence, empowerment of women in all efforts to 

further development, human rights, peace and 

security. 

 

GENDER ASPECTS OF THE EUROPEAN 

FRAMEWORK OF NATIONAL ROMA INCLUSION 

STRATEGIES 

Exchange of views 

Rapporteur: Lívia Járóka (EPP) 

As already emphasised in the 

working document, the rapporteur 

describes in this draft report the 

lessons of the first stage of the 

European framework for national 

Roma inclusion strategies and 

underlines the need to strengthen 

gender mainstreaming and to connect their 

implementation with existing gender equality 

strategies. Specific measures targeting Roma 

women, such as tailored programmes for the 

active inclusion of Roma women in the labour 

market, health initiatives or tackling factors of 

impoverishment, are identified as measures to 

better address their situation in the member 

states. 

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND 

RIGHTS 

Adoption of draft report 

Rapporteur: Edite Estrela (S&D) 

The committee will vote on the draft report of Mrs 

Estrela completed by the 217 tabled amendments 

and a DEVE opinion voted last July. Sexual and 

Reproductive Health and Rights are an important, 

broad and controversial issue. It covers issues 

such as: contraception, unwanted pregnancies and 

abortion, sexuality education, violence, maternal 

mortality, prevention and treatment of sexually 

transmitted infections and official development 

assistance. Opinions expressed in the amendments 

deviate more particularly on contraception, 

abortion and sexuality education. The draft report 

and the amendments also particularly insist on the 

necessity to act against maternal mortality and for 

a better HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment. If 

voted by the committee this report should be 

submitted to the Plenary Assembly during the 

October II session.   

   

EUROPEAN SEMESTER FOR ECONOMIC POLICY 

COORDINATION: IMPLEMENTATION OF 2013 

PRIORITIES 

Adoption of draft opinion 

Rapporteur for the opinion: Marije Cornelissen 

(GREENS/EFA) 

 

The Committee will vote on the amendments to   

draft opinion for the attention of the ECON-

committee. The draft opinion calls for the 

integration of the gender perspective into the 

European Semester process by calling on member 

states to pay specific attention to gender equality 

in stability and convergence programmes as well 

as national reform programmes. 14 amendments 

have been tabled to the draft opinion.  

 

JOINT PUBLIC HEARING (LIBE/FEMM)  -    

THE EU FRAMEWORK FOR NATIONAL ROMA 

INTEGRATION STRATEGIES 

The programme of the joint hearing foresees two 

panels, one on the lessons of the first stage of the 

European framework for national Roma integration 

strategies and the other one focusing on the 

particular situation of Roma women. The hearing 

will be held on Wednesday, 18 September 2013, 

from 15.30 to 18.30 in the premises of the 

European Parliament, Bâtiment József Antall (JAN), 

room 4Q1.  

 

To get more information about the programme and 

the registration please click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details of the next meeting 

3 October 2013, 9.00-12.30, Brussels
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