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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 

Mikael Gustafsson 

The FEMM committee is delighted to 

resume its activities in the New 

Year. We are approaching the end 

of this legislature and several 

important issues are at stake. This 

upcoming committee meeting, we 

will vote on the draft legislative 

initiative report on Combating violence against 

women. It requests the Commission to submit, by 

the end of 2014, a proposal for a regulation 

establishing measures to promote and support the 

action of Member States in the field of prevention 

of violence against women. We will as well vote on 

the draft own-initiative report on Sexual 

exploitation and prostitution and its impact on 

gender equality, pointing out that prostitution 

feeds sex trafficking of women and girls. The draft 

report takes into consideration the results achieved 

within the so-called Nordic model - now to be 

introduced in France - which criminalises sex 

buyers and decriminalises women in prostitution. 

 

22-23 JANUARY – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 

 Discharge 2012: EU general budget - European 

Commission 

 Discharge 2012: European Institution for Gender 

Equality (EIGE) 

 EIGE Experts' forum 

 Debriefing from the FEMM delegation to Croatia and 

Hungary, 19 - 20 September 2013 

 Gender Mainstreaming, presentation of the study 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON  

 Specific actions in the common fisheries policy for 

developing the role of women 

 Combating violence against women 

 Sexual exploitation and prostitution and its impact 

on gender equality 

 Equality between women and men in the European 

Union - 2012 

 Towards the elimination of female genital mutilation 

 Eradication of torture in the world 

Date and Venue:  

Wednesday, 22 January 2014, 9.00-12.30 & 15.00 - 
18.30 

Thursday, 23 January 2014, 9.00 - 12.30 

Altiero Spinelli, room 3G-3, Brussels 

Live Web streaming on the meetings here. 

Vote: COMBATING VIOLENCE AGAINST 

WOMEN 

Adoption of draft report 

Rapporteur: Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE) 

 

The FEMM committee will vote on its 

draft report on combating violence 

against women. It requests the 

Commission to submit, by the end of 

2014, a proposal for a regulation 

establishing measures to promote 

and support the action of Member 

States in the field of prevention of violence against 

women. 169 amendments have been tabled and 

the Rapporteur has proposed several compromise 

amendments. Besides, the LIBE committee 

adopted its opinion on the issue on 9 January. 

Vote: SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND 

PROSTITUTION AND ITS IMPACT ON GENDER 

EQUALITY 

Consideration of amendments and adoption 

of draft report 

Rapporteur: Mary Honeyball (S&D) 

 

The committee will vote on Mary 

Honeyball's draft initiative report 

which acknowledges that prostitution 

and sexual exploitation are violations 

of women’s rights – forms of sexual 

slavery – and intrinsically linked to 

gender inequality in society. The 

rapporteur points out that prostitution both 

globally and across Europe, feeds trafficking of 

vulnerable women and girls. The report stresses 

that prostituted persons should not be 

criminalised, and considers that the most effective 

way of combating trafficking for sexual exploitation 

is to criminalise the purchase of sexual services. 

188 amendments have been tabled and some 

compromises have been reached.   

Vote: TOWARDS THE ELIMINATION OF 

FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION 

Consideration of question for oral answer and 

of draft motion for a resolution and adoption 

of question for oral answer 

Members of the FEMM committee will consider an 

oral question and a resolution for plenary with 

regards to the Commission's Communication to the 

European Parliament and the Council, entitled 

Towards the elimination of female genital 

mutilation" (COM (2013)833).  
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DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL BUDGET  - 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION                  

DISCHARGE 2012: EUROPEAN INSTITUTE FOR 

GENDER EQUALITY (EIGE) 

Consideration of draft opinions 
Rapporteur for the opinions: Barbara Matera (EPP) 

 

The first draft opinion takes stock of the 

implementation of the general budget of the 

European Union for the financial year 2012 from a 

gender perspective, based on the European Court 

of Auditors' annual report. The second draft 

opinion examines the implementation of the 

budget of the European Institute for Gender 

Equality in 2012.  

Vote: EQUALITY BETWEEN WOMEN AND MEN 

IN THE EUROPEAN UNION 2012 

Consideration of amendments and adoption 

of draft report  

Rapporteur: Inês Cristina Zuber  (GUE/NGL) 

 

The latest annual Commission report 

on the progress of equality between 

women and men in 2012 looks at the 

aspects of equal economic 

independence during the crisis, equal 

pay, equality in decision-making, 

dignity, integrity and the issue of 

gender-based violence, as well as gender equality 

in the external relations. The draft report takes 

note of the Commission findings and underlines 

the particular consequences of the crisis on the 

social and economic situation of women and 

proposes concrete measures to counteract these 

effects. 315 amendments have been tabled and in 

this meeting both the consideration and the vote 

on the amendments are foreseen to take place.  

Joint committee meeting - PECH/FEMM    

Vote: SPECIFIC ACTIONS IN THE COMMON 

FISHERIES POLICY FOR DEVELOPING THE 

ROLE OF WOMEN   

Joint adoption of draft report 

Co-Rapporteurs:   

FEMM: Raül Romeva i Rueda (Greens/EFA) 

PECH: Dolores García-Hierro Caraballo (S&D) 

 

Following the Joint Public hearing on Developing 

the role of women in European Fisheries and 

Aquaculture on 14 October 2013 and consideration 

of the report on 27 November 2013, FEMM 

committee jointly with the committee on Fisheries 

will vote on 34 tabled amendments and the final 

draft report. The report indicates that the 

contribution of women working in the fisheries 

sector and in family businesses is often invisible, 

and they are only rarely granted employment 

status. The draft report examines the problems 

faced by women in the sector and proposes 

recommendations for the Common Fisheries Policy. 

 

 

 

 

Vote: ERADICATION OF TORTURE IN THE 

WORLD 

Adoption of draft opinion 
Rapporteur for the opinion: Marina Yannakoudakis 

(ECR) 

 

The opinion of Marina Yannakoudakis 

focuses on gender based forms of 

torture, such as stoning, honour 

killings, forced marriage, dowry 

deaths, rape and sexual assault and 

gives some recommendations on measures to be 

taken at EU level when dealing with third 

countries. Members tabled 43 amendments to the 

opinion which will be voted the 23 of January.  

EIGE EXPERTS' FORUM 

Presentation 

FEMM committee will exchange views 

with Willemien Ruygrok and Laura 

Alipranti-Maratou - experts 

designated by the European 

Parliament to the EIGE's Experts' 

Forum to receive an insight view of 

the work of the Forum, its priorities 

and possible obstacles to the work of its members. 

A question and answer session with Members of 

the committee will follow the experts' 

presentations. 

DEBRIEFING FROM THE FEMM DELEGATION 

TO CROATIA AND HUNGARY, 19 - 20 

SEPTEMBER 2013 

Presentation 

Rapporteur: Lívia Járóka (EPP) 

 

The FEMM-delegation visited Croatia and Hungary 

on 19-20 September 2013. The 

purpose of the delegation was to 

provide an input to the own initiative 

report on gender aspects of the 

European Framework of National 

Inclusion Strategies (rapporteur Livia 

Járóka) and as a follow up to a public 

hearing held on 18 September, jointly with the 

Civil Liberties committee, on the same topic. The 

delegation took place mainly in the neighbouring 

regions of the two countries, respectively Croatia 

and Hungary where most of the disadvantaged 

Roma are concentrated. The delegation visited 

Roma settlements situated in the two countries 

and met relevant stakeholders, including NGOs 

representatives. 

GENDER MAINSTREAMING 

Presentation of the study 

Manuela Samek and Flavia Pesce from the Istituto 

per la Ricerca Sociale will present the study. Its 

main aim is to assess to what extent FEMM 

contributed to the effective implementation of 

gender mainstreaming in committees and 

delegation activities in the period between July 

2011 and February 2013. 

Details of the next meeting 

12 February 2014, 9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30, 

Brussels
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