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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 

Mikael Gustafsson 

On 19 and 20 March the FEMM 

committee will hold its last meeting 

during this legislative term, before 

the European Elections on 22-25 

May.  

On 19 March the FEMM committee 

and the Committee on Employment 

and Social Affairs will jointly organise a public 

hearing on Work-life Balance and Gender Equality. 

The issue will be discussed in two panels with the 

participation of experts from the field: work-life 

balance as a factor of gender equality & reconciling 

working and non-working life.  

On 20 March, following the decision of 

coordinators, the consideration and the 

endorsement of the FEMM priorities for the 2015 

budget is foreseen. The committee will also have 

the opportunity to consider and adopt the 

proposals for pilot projects and preparatory actions 

in the framework of this year's budgetary 

procedure. 

We will as well hear three presentations followed 

by an exchange of views. The first one is the 

presentation of a study on Gender mainstreaming 

in committees and delegations of the EP by 

Manuela Samek, from the Istituto per la ricerca 

sociale (IRS).  

This is followed by the presentation of the State of 

World Population Report 2013 by Sietske Steneker, 

Director of the Brussels Office of the United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), dedicated on 

Motherhood in Childhood and focusing on a variety 

of important questions such as the challenges of 

adolescent pregnancy, and what can be done to 

ensure that girls have a healthy and safe transition 

into adulthood.  

The third and last presentation focuses on the 

importance of the economic empowerment of 

women in small and medium enterprises in 

developing and transition economies by Arancha 

González, Executive Director of the International 

Trade Centre (ITC).  

As it is my last committee meeting I would like to 

take the opportunity to thank you all of you who 

have followed, assisted and helped us over the 

past 5 years. I wish also to extend a warm thank 

to all my colleagues, the FEMM secretariat, the 

assistants and advisors and dedicated NGO's for 

their work. I feel very privileged and thankful for 

the opportunity to chair this committee.  And like 

always, I welcome you all to follow our last 

working session live! 

 

JOINT PUBLIC HEARING - FEMM/EMPL 

Work-life Balance and Gender Equality 

Together with the EMPL committee FEMM will hold 

a public hearing on Work-life balance and gender 

equality on Wednesday 19 March, from 15.00 to 

17.00. Renowned experts will present their view 

on this topic in two discussion panels of which one 

addresses work-life balance as a factor of gender 

equality whilst a second one looks at reconciliation 

of working and non-working life. 

 

The hearing will be web-streamed and open to the 

public: for more information about the programme 

and registration, please follow this link. 

Registration to attend the hearing is possible until 

17 March. 
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19 MARCH - PUBLIC HEARING 

 Work-life Balance and Gender Equality 

Date and Venue:  

Wednesday, 19 March 2014, 15.00 - 17.00 

Altiero Spinelli, room 3G-3, Brussels 

 

20 MARCH – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 

 Budgetary procedure for the 2015 Commission 

budget 

 Gender Mainstreaming 

 The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) - 

State of World Population 

 Private sector and development: women 

economic empowerment 

Date and Venue:  

Thursday, 20 March 2014, 9.30 - 12.30 

Altiero Spinelli, room 3G-3, Brussels 

 

Live Web streaming on the meetings here. 

 

 

BUDGETARY PROCEDURE FOR THE 2015 

COMMISSION BUDGET 

The BUDG committee 

asked the specialised 

committee to start a 

reflection on their 

priorities for the 2015 budget, each specialised 

committee contribution in form of a letter being 

taken into consideration for the Mandate for 

Trilogue. The appointed budget rapporteur in 

FEMM, Ms Iratxe Garcia Perez, has proposed a 

draft letter containing FEMM priorities for the 2015 

budget. This draft letter, following the 

recommendation for decision of FEMM 

coordinators, is submitted to the consideration of 

FEMM Members in this committee meeting. The 

Members will have also the opportunity to consider 

and vote on the preliminary proposals for pilot 

projects and preparatory actions in the framework 

of the budgetary procedure. 

 

GENDER MAINSTREAMING IN COMMITTEES 

AND DELEGATIONS OF THE EP 

Presentation of the study 

Presentation by Manuela Samek from the Istituto 

per la Ricerca Sociale (IRS) 

Manuela Samek from the Istituto per la Ricerca 

Sociale (IRS) will present a study assessing to 

what extent FEMM contributed to the effective 

implementation of gender mainstreaming in 

committees and delegation activities in the period 

between July 2011 and February 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND 

(UNFPA) - STATE OF WORLD POPULATION 

Presentation of the Annual 2013 Report on 

Motherhood in Childhood by Sietske STENEKER, 

Director Brussels Office. 

Ms Sietske Steneker, Director of Brussels UNFPA 

office will present to members findings of the 2013 

UNFPA report entitled "Motherhood in Childhood: 

Facing the challenge of adolescent pregnancy". 

Adolescent pregnancy is a global health and 

development issue, which is deeply rooted in 

gender inequality and power imbalances between 

adolescent girls and their male partners, lack of 

education and the failure of systems and 

institutions to protect their rights. The UNFPA 2013 

report explores the challenges of adolescent 

pregnancy in developing countries and provides 

recommendations on what can be done to ensure 

that girls have a healthy and safe transition into 

adulthood. 

 

PRIVATE SECTOR AND DEVELOPMENT: 

WOMEN ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT 

Presentation by Arancha GONZÁLEZ, Executive 

Director of the International Trade Centre (ITC) 

ITC and UN Women are deepening their 

partnership on women's economic principles, which 

both agencies see as a destiny-changing tool to 

empower women who are disadvantaged because 

of violence, tribal conflict, disenfranchisement and 

other adverse circumstances. ITC's large women 

sourcing platform is a key example of economic 

activity which targets women. 

There are many practical ways of working with 

women that ITC's 50 years of existence have 

proven to work in the best interest of women. The 

presentation could highlight what has worked, 

future issues and new thinking, as well as the role 

of parliamentarians. Other topics of interest to 

current debates in the Committee could also be 

considered. 
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