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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Iratxe GARCÍA PÉREZ

The next FEMM committee meeting
will take place on 5 and 6 November,
at the very beginning of the new
term of the EU executive, the
Juncker-Commission. Several points

on the agenda have an international dimension, like
the Spring Forward for Women conference, co-
organised by UN Women and the European
Commission, or the exchange of views with the
Council of Europe on the state of play as regards the
entry into force and the implementation of the
Istanbul Convention. Likewise, we will discuss the
amendments to and vote the FEMM Opinion on the
EU and the global development framework after
2015.

Furthermore, we will as well vote on an Oral Question
on the follow-up of the European Parliament Report
on Combating Violence against Women, which will be
tabled to the European Commission. In spring 2014
the EP adopted a Legislative Initiative Report
requesting the Commission to submit, among others,
a proposal for a legislative act establishing measures
to promote and support the action of Member States
in the field of prevention of violence against women
and girls. However, the Commission responded that it
did not consider it appropriate to submit a legislative
proposal on prevention measures. Together with the
Commission, FEMM will evaluate amongst others how
cohesive action among Member States in the field of
prevention of violence against women and girls can
be ensured; how the collection, the dissemination
and the analysis of reliable and comparable data
between Member States on gender based violence
can be improved; or how existing legislation and law
enforcement mechanisms with a view to effectively
combating emerging forms of violence against
women and girls can be reviewed. Most importantly,
the answer to the Oral Question will be given by the
new Commission at the next EP plenary.

We are looking forward to welcoming you all to an
interesting FEMM meeting.

FEMM MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF

5 NOVEMBER
 Spring Forward for Women Conference

6 NOVEMBER
FEMM WILL VOTE ON:
 The EU and the global development framework

after 2015
 Follow up of the European Parliament Legislative

Initiative Report on Combating Violence Against
Women (VAW)

FEMM will hold exchange of views on:
 Istanbul Convention: state of play as regards its

entry into force and implementation
 The next steps to enhance cooperation between the

FEMM Committee and women lawmakers in the
Arab State region

Date and Venue:
Wednesday, 5 November 2014,
9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30
Thursday 6 November 2014, 9.00 – 12.30
Altiero Spinelli building, room 3E-2, Brussels
Live Web streaming on the meetings here.

Follow up of the EP Legislative Initiative Report
on Combating Violence Against Women: vote of
an oral question – 06.11.2014

FEMM will vote on a draft oral question to be tabled in
the plenary session of November II, concerning the
follow up of the European Parliament Legislative
Initiative Report on Combating Violence Against
Women. The draft text asks the Commission which
initiatives it intends to take in this sensitive area.
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Spring Forward for Women conference
05 November 2014, 9.30 - 18.30

The conference "Spring Forward for Women", co-
organised by UN Women and the European
Commission, takes place on 5 November 2014 from
9.30 to 18.30 and will be hosted by the Committee
on Women's Rights and Gender Equality of the
European Parliament. The conference aims to bring
together women parliamentarians from the Arab
States region and Members of the European
Parliament to foster expertise, experience sharing
and networking around key issues of gender equality
and women’s empowerment in both the European
Union and the Arab States region.

The conference will be opened by EP-President Martin
Schulz. Together with high-level panellists like Ms
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director of UN
Women and Dr Michael A. Köhler, Director for
Neighbourhood in the European Commission, we will
discuss the challenges and opportunities to women´s
political participation, mainstreaming gender in
legislation, and how to foster alliances with women
lawmakers, with the media and with civil society
organizations.

The European Commission and UN Women launched
Spring Forward for Women in 2012, in the form of a
new joint regional programme for the South
Mediterranean Region. The programme aims to
support national and regional stakeholders to
empower women economically and politically in the
context of the progress that has followed the Arab
Spring.

The Spring Forward programme supports initiatives
by national and regional institutions and civil society
organisations to ensure women's active engagement
in decision-making, empower women economically
and enhance regional knowledge and experience-
sharing on women's political and economic rights.

The EU and the global development framework
after 2015: vote of the opinion – 06.11.2014
Rapporteur: Malin Björk (GUE-NGL)

FEMM will vote on the opinion to
the DEVE own-initiative report
on "the EU and the global
development framework after
2015".

Other than underlining the
importance of gender equality
as a stand-alone goal for the
post-2015 development
framework, the draftsperson Ms

Malin Björk draws attention to gender equality and
international trade, the fight against poverty from a
feminist point of view and LGBT groups rights. 85
amendments have been tabled to attract attention,
amongst other things, to the situation of women in
conflict areas and inclusive sustainable development.

Istanbul Convention – 06.11.2014

The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and
combating violence against
women and domestic
violence entered into force
on 1 August 2014. Also
referred to as "Istanbul
Convention", it is the first
European treaty specifically
targeting violence against

women and domestic violence.

The Istanbul Convention is based on the
understanding that violence against women is a form
of gender-based violence that is committed against
women because they are women. It is the obligation
of the state to fully address it in all its forms and to
take measures to prevent violence against women,
protect its victims and prosecute the perpetrators.
Failure to do so would make it the responsibility of
the state.

The convention leaves no doubt: there can be no real
equality between women and men if women
experience gender-based violence on a large-scale
and state agencies and institutions turn a blind eye.
To date it has been signed by 36 Council of Europe
member states and ratified by 15 (status as of
27/10/14).

On 14 October, the World Future Council, Inter-
Parliamentary Union and UN Women awarded the
Istanbul Convention with its newly created Vision
Award. This award honours the ground-breaking
nature of the Istanbul Convention and the vision it
carries for women in Europe and beyond to lead a life
free of violence. For more info, please visit the
Website of the Council of Europe:

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/conventio
n-violence/.

Details of the next meetings
1 December 2014, 15.00 - 18.30, and
2 December 2014, 9.00 - 12.30, Brussels

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/convention-violence/
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/convention-violence/

