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SEPTEMBER 2015

Note from the Chair of FEMM Committee

Back from the summer break, the  dives back into its policy work with aFEMM Committee
packed  for its September meeting to be held on Monday 14 September 2015 fromagenda
15.00 to 18.30 and on Tuesday 15 September 2015 from 9.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to
18.30 in Brussels. Over these two days the FEMM Committee welcomes high profile guests
Ms Dalia LEINARTE of the CEDAW Committee and Ms Åsa REGNER from the Swedish
Ministry for Children, the Elderly and Gender Equality who will present their work and have an
exchange about their experiences with us. A public hearing - Gender equality and empowering
women in the digital age- will take place, during which we will exchange views on the
challenges and possible concrete measures with experts and Commission representatives.

The Commission will also be present to exchange views on the obstacles frequently facing women in entrepreneurial sector. Both
of these important topics will occupy us in the following period and will result in the non-legislative reports. This time we also
discuss FEMM Committee's opinion to the DEVE Committee's report on challenges and opportunities of humanitarian assistance.
The Committee will vote on the gender aspects of the general EU budget 2016 and on the amendments to the European Semester
2015 priorities. Finally, the question for oral answer on the objectives of the new Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme will
be voted. We invite you to follow us through ! web-streaming
 

 Iratxe GARCIA PEREZ
 
FEMM committee Webpage
Committee meeting documents
Follow us on FACEBOOK
Follow us on Twitter

World Humanitarian Summit: Challenges and
Opportunities

Rapporteur: Ms Anna HEDH (S&D)

FEMM Members will debate the draft
 by Ms Anna HEDH to the DEVEopinion

report on World Humanitarian Summit:
Challenges and Opportunities. The
opinion presents the contribution of FEMM
to the EU-wide preparation process for the
summit. Priorities include inclusion of
gender marker at all stages of
humanitarian assistance, fight against
violence against women and assistance to

victims. Prevention measures include investment in economic
empowerment of women and provision of education in
emergencies.

Opinion to the draft general budget of the
European Union

Rapporteur: Ms Barbara MATERA (EPP)

FEMM Members will vote on the 
 and of FEMM to theamendments opinion 

draft 2016 general budget of the EU, the
rapporteur for opinion is Ms Barbara
MATERA (EPP). The focus of the FEMM
Committee is on the consistent use of
gender budgeting, on the empowerment of
women in business, science, education
and labour market. The rapporteur also
proposes the creation of the European

monitoring centre on gender violence within the European
Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE).

External factors that represent hurdles to European female entrepreneurship

Two studies related to the own-initiative report of Ms Barbara MATERA (IT, EPP) will be presented on 14
September 2015. The first study Women’s Entrepreneurship: closing the gender gap in access to financial

 has been prepared by the Policy Department Citizens'and other services and in social entrepreneurship
Rights and Constitutional Affairs on request of the FEMM committee. It explores differences between men
and women entrepreneurs and social entrepreneurs. In particular, it looks at the barriers and discriminatory
effects that hinder women’s entrepreneurship, including access to finance in the European Union. The study

includes four case studies covering the situation in the Czech Republic, Italy, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. The other study 
 has beenGood practices in promoting gender equality and women’s economic independence: Women's entrepreneurship

prepared by the European Gender Equality Institute (EIGE) in the framework of their review of area F Women and the Economy
of the Beijing Platform for Action. The EIGE study presents the EU context and policy framework for women's entrepreneurship
and the results of their research into best practices in this area.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/femm/oj/1071/1071628/1071628en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/femm/femm_8leg_meetinglist.htm
https://www.facebook.com/Committee-on-Womens-Rights-and-Gender-Equality-of-the-European-Parliament-155117734542772/timeline/
https://twitter.com/EP_GenderEqual
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/femm/pa/1070/1070912/1070912en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/femm/pa/1070/1070912/1070912en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/femm/am/1071/1071037/1071037en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/femm/pa/1067/1067728/1067728en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/519230/IPOL_STU(2015)519230_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/519230/IPOL_STU(2015)519230_EN.pdf
http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/promoting-womens-economic-independence-and-entrepreneurship-good-practice
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Visit of Åsa REGNER, Swedish Minister for
Children, the Elderly and Gender Equality

Exchange of views with Dr. Dalia LEINARTE,
Vice-Chairperson of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women

Ms Åsa REGNER, Swedish Minister for
Children, the Elderly and Gender Equality will
present the policy developments as regards
gender equality in Sweden and will have an
exchange of views with the FEMM Members.

The FEMM committee will hold an exchange
of views with Dr. Dalia LEINARTE,
Vice-Chairperson of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW)   on the relevant developments at
European and International level regarding
the fight against discrimination of women as
well as related items of interest.

Question for oral answer on Daphne programmes

Daphne programmes have played a fundamental role in combating violence against women in the EU
and have been a genuine success  as regards the effectiveness of the projects funded. The objectives
of the Daphne programme aiming at preventing and combating violence against children, young
people and women are now included in the new Programme on Fundamental Rights, Equality and
Citizenship. This  question for oral answer intends to clarify how these objectives are pursued in the
context of this new Programme and in particular to get more information on the amount of funding that
will be spent on gender equality targets, in particular as regards the specific objective to prevent and
combat all forms of violence.

Empowering women in the digial age - PUBLIC
HEARING

Rapporteur: Ms Terry REINTKE (Greens/EFA)

European Semester for economic policy
coordination

Rapporteur: Mr Ernest URTASUN (Greens/EFA)

In view of drafting an own-initiative report
on the same topic, FEMM members will
hold a public hearing with three relevant
experts: Ms Julia SCHRAMM (Internet
Activist and Blogger), Ms Aurore BERGE
(Web – entrepreneur specialized in social
networks) and Ms Monique MORROW
(CISCO Switzerland). The Hearing will
serve as an input for the drafting of the
own-initiative report by Ms Terry REINTKE
(Greens/EFA) by highlighting the

numerous opportunities of the digitalisation of society as well
as the new challenges requiring a common political approach.

As each year, the ECON Committee drafts
a report on the European Semester
exercise: this year Mr. Ernest URTASUN
was appointed Rapporteur for the FEMM
opinion. The  highlights that itdraft opinion
is necessary to integrate a gender
perspective into the European Semester
process and calls on Member States to
pay specific attention to gender equality in
their stability and convergence

programmes and national reform programmes. FEMM
Members will vote the  tabled. Through their59 amendments
amendments, Members ask, among other things, for attention
to the specific effects of economic crises on women and to
gaps between their salaries and pensions and that of men.

The next FEMM committee meeting will be held on Thursday 15 October 2015 from 9.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to 18.30 in
Brussels.

 

Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat: Tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 32383

e-mail: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/femm/pa/1066/1066649/1066649en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/femm/am/1068/1068108/1068108en.pdf

