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OCTOBER 2015

Note from the Chair of FEMM Committee

October is a particularly busy parliamentary month with three plenary sessions - two in
Strasbourg and one in Brussels - and the FEMM Committee having its meeting in between the
first and the second one. As usual we have a packed  with discussions on genderagenda
elements of various policy areas. We will discuss two FEMM reports on very pertinent topics –
the first one dealing with the hurdles to female entrepreneurship, the second one examining
the situation of female domestic workers and carers in the EU.   Additionally, we will kick-off
discussions on the gender aspects of the reports on: implementation of the 2010
recommendations of Parliament on social and environmental standards, human rights and
corporate responsibility, 2014 Annual Report on human rights and democracy in the world and

lastly, the negotiations for the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA). The opinions discussed during our previous meetings will be
voted upon, together with the gender mainstreaming amendments and a question on the elimination of violence against women to
be posed to the Commission. We also invite you to tune in through the web stream to our guest presentations. The European
Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) will be presenting its Gender Equality Index 2015 report, while the afternoon part of the
meeting is reserved for the hearing on the situation of women in armed conflicts (organized jointly by the subcommittee on Human
Rights and the subcommittee on Security and Defence) and following, a workshop to mark the International Day for Rural
Women. We invite you to follow us through ! web-streaming
 

 Iratxe GARCIA PEREZ
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Committee meeting documents
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Public Hearing on the situation of women in armed conflicts DROI/SEDE/FEMM

On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the adoption of the landmark resolution, the FEMM committee, jointly
with DROI and SEDE subcommittees will hold a public hearing on the situation of women in armed conflicts, in
the context of the UN Security Council resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. The public hearing will
take place on 15 October 2015 from 15.00 to 17.00, in meeting room ASP 3 E2, in Brussels. Four relevant
experts will participate in the hearing: Ms Sara LINDVALL, field representative of Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation
Syria; Soeur Angelique NAMAIKA, Coordinator of the NGO CRAD, Democratic Republic of Congo; Ms Janet
BENSHOOF, President of the Global Justice Center, USA; and Mr Stefan Joseph CAMILLERI, Action Officer at
EU Military Staff - Horn of Africa, CIMIC, Human Rights & Gender Issues, European External Action Service.
The  of the public hearing can be found here.programme

Workshop at the occasion of the International Day of Rural Women on 15 October

The International Day of Rural Women - 15 October - was celebrated for the first time in 2008. Based on
UN resolution 62/136 it recognizes “the critical role and contribution of rural women, including indigenous
women, in enhancing agricultural and rural development, improving food security and eradicating rural
poverty.” In this sense, the invited experts will provide an overview of the situation of rural women in
Europe and their crucial role in sustainable rural development. They will inform about women's
engagement in employment, decision-making and rural lives more generally as well as on how to close
the gap between men and women regarding equal access to resources and business opportunities. In this
respect, the role of funding from the CAP for rural women will also be analysed.
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Draft opinion on preparing for the World
Humanitarian Summit: challenges and
opportunities for humanitarian assistance

Rapporteur: Ms Anna HEDH (S&D)

Implementation of the 2010 recommendations
on social and environmental standards,
human rights and corporate responsibility

Rapporteur: Ms Malin BJÔRK ( GUE/NGL)

FEMM Members will vote on 39 amendments
submitted to the  drafted by Msdraft opinion
Anna HEDH, rapporteur for the opinion. The
opinion presents the contribution of FEMM to
the DEVE report, as part of the EU-wide
preparation process for the summit. Priorities
include the inclusion of gender marker at all
stages of humanitarian assistance, and the
fight against violence against women and

assistance to victims. Prevention measures include the
investment in economic empowerment of women and the
provision of education in emergencies.

The rapporteur for the opinion underlines the
differentiated impact of trade agreements on
women and men and the importance of
integrating a gender equality perspective into
the EU's trade policy. The draft opinion
emphasises the strong support to the
practice of including legally binding human
rights clauses, with an increased emphasis
on women's human rights, in the EU's

international trade agreements and to elaborating gender
assessments in parallel or prior to the negotiation of trade
agreements as part of a broader human development impact
assessment.

External factors that represent hurdles to European female entrepreneurship

Rapporteur: Ms Barbara MATERA (EPP)

FEMM Members will held an exchange of views on the  of Ms Barbara MATERA on externaldraft report
factors that represent hurdles to female entrepreneurship. The political groups will put forward their different
priorities on how to achieve the same entrepreneurial rate for both women and men across the European
Union. For the rapporteur these priorities include the importance of affordable care for children and the elderly
to help female entrepreneurs exploit their full potential and the empowering effect of social entrepreneurship
on mainstreaming entrepreneurship. She also points to the importance of a strong focus on funding
opportunities in the upcoming ePlatform for female entrepreneurs of the European Commission and other
aspects related to women's access to finance, such as the role of female investors and the potential
persistence of stereotypes with regards to the success of female entrepreneurs.

Annual Report on Human Rights and
Democracy in the World 2014 and the EU's
policy on the matter

Draft opinion on the situation in the
Mediterranean and the need for a holistic EU
approach to migration

Rapporteur: Ms Teresa JIMENEZ-BECERRlL
BARRIO (EPP)

Members will consider the  bydraft opinion
the rapporteur Ms Teresa
Jiménez-BECERRIL BARRIO. The
DROI/AFET report scrutinises the Council
report about efforts of the EU to promote
the universality of human rights in the
world, its extensive network of 139 EU
Delegations, the High Representative and
the EU Special Representative for Human
Rights, Mr Stavros LAMBRINIDIS, and

makes recommendations for the future. The draft opinion
stresses the FEMM priorities for the EU's external human rights
policies - the fight against all forms of violence against women,

Rapporteur: Ms Mary HONEYBALL (S&D)

The FEMM Rapporteur for the opinion, Ms
Mary HONEYBALL identifies some specific
factors affecting namely women in the
different situations related to immigration
into the European Union (be it for asking
for asylum or not), such as the need to take
account of past histories of trauma
including experiences of sexual violence, to
guarantee access to appropriate services
in connection with women’s health

including pre-natal and post-natal care and to prioritise the
needs of vulnerable people including women and girls at all time
(regardless of the emergency situation or not in which a
Member State might find itself).  have been122 amendments
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including violence in armed conflicts, the inclusion of the
women's rights agenda in the human rights dialogues with third
countries and the support for education and economic
empowerment of women.

tabled to the  and some compromise amendmentsdraft opinion
have been prepared.

Elimination of violence against women: adoption of an Oral Question

FEMM Members will vote on a draft oral question in order to ask to the Commission which new measures
it intends to take to combat violence against women in terms both of new legal steps and the
implementation of existing measures. If adopted, the oral question will be debated in plenary on 25
November 2015, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.

European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) Women domestic workers and carers in the
European Union

Presentation of the Gender Equality Index
2015

Representatives of the European Institute
will present thefor Gender Equality 

recently re-launched Gender Equality Index
. It provides a comprehensive2015

measure of gender equality in the EU and
including scores for 2005, 2010 and 2012,
allowing for an assessment of the progress
over time. It also makes a first attempt at
populating the satellite domain of violence

by providing a composite indicator of direct violence against
women, based on the data on violence against women collected
by the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights through the EU-wide
Survey on Violence against Women. The Index shows that
although gender equality values have been recognised since its
earliest days, the European Union is only halfway towards a
gender-equal society.

Rapporteur: Ms Konstadinka KUNEVA
(GUE/NGL)

The draft report of Ms Konstadinka
KUNEVA highlights the need to recognise
domestic work as real work and not simply
as an extension of unpaid household and
care work, stresses the need for a
normative concept regarding domestic
work and care and calls on the European
Commission to take a legislative initiative
towards this direction and commits the EP
to drafting a legislative initiative report for

the establishment of common rules for domestic work and care
in the EU. The draft report also considers essential to combat
precarious and undeclared domestic work, given that this
phenomenon severely affects domestic workers and migrant
women workers in particular, thus worsening their already
vulnerable position.

Recommendations to the European Commission on the negotiations for the Trade in Services
Agreement (TiSA)

Rapporteur: Ms Monika VANA (Greens/EFA)

FEMM Members discuss the recent  of Ms. Monika VANA (Greens/EFA) on the recommendations to theopinion
European Commission on the negotiations for the Trade in Services Agreements, TiSA. The Rapporteur is
concerned that the gender dimension of trade may be overlooked at the negotiations and suggestions of the draft
opinion for INTA include a gender impact assessment, the full exclusion of public services from the scope of TiSA
and the introduction of gender-sensitive flanking measures where necessary.

The next FEMM committee meeting will be held on Thursday 12 November 2015 from 9.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to 18.30
in Brussels.

 

Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat: Tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 32383

e-mail: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
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